Arabic, which is the fifth world language with regard to the number of speakers, geographical spread, and socio-literary prestige (Weber:1997 cited in Palfreyman and al Khalil: 2003; p.9) , similar to all other languages whose orthographical system is not based on Latin symbols has been subject to various types of changes resulted from the language contact with English as the default language used in the computer mediated communication supported by the various tools of the modern technology which represent the most prominent hallmark of our new age of globalization. This paper presents a sociolinguistic account of the language contact between English and Arabic on the internet. It discusses the sociocultural and sociopolitical considerations in the Arab world that led to and resulted from this language contact predicting a new phase of Arabic in the forthcoming decades. It investigates, moreover, the sociolinguistic grounds of the social interaction within and between the Arab virtual communities on the internet.
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... They (the broadcasters) think that this effeminate performance is the marked characteristic of the modern age and the civilization of the 21 st century. If we stop a moment, we would see that there is an agenda of tearing the region apart and dismantling its identity. Language is the most prominent characteristics of any nation's identity;
particularly the Arabic nation which was privileged by Allah in using Arabic as the language of the Holly Quran.
(My translation)
At the other extreme, there has been a new generation in the Arab world, similar to many places around the world, obsessed with all aspects of the new communication technology. Roughly speaking, this generation is of two ranks; the older generation (now 24 to 36-year old) and the younger generation (now up-to-24-year old) (see Warschauer et al. 2003) . People belong to these two generations are distinguished by three major characteristics:
A. They are either multilingual or bilinguals (Arabic, English, French) with various degrees of bilingualism/ multilingualism. (Hakuta & Diaz, 1985: pp. 319-344) , B. they are less adhered to the Arab Nationalism perspectives and more inclined to the local patriotism, and hence, C. they are more attached to the use of the various Arabic vernaculars.
A good example, in this reference, is the Egyptian "Ghaly" who proposed an Egyptian Arabic Wikipedia. Ghaly assumes that "Egyptian Arabic is a language recognized and spoken by millions of people, it is written in personal letters between Egyptians, it is used in songs, advertisement and most importantly in day to day life" (Masry Wikipedia   2 ). Giving an Arabic vernacular (henceforth AV) the prestigious status of language has serious linguistic, sociolinguistic, and cultural consequences which might be identified clearly by some of the comments that Ghaly cites in the same site. Ghaly, moreover, ascribes his attempt to establish this site in Egyptian Arabic to the linguistic 2 Masry Wikipedia was established on 30 th March 2008; it has now 4000 articles.
5 distance between the Classical Arabic (henceforth CA) as "no one's Mother tongue" and the Egyptian Arabic which is simply "different" from the CA.
The linguistic status in the Arabic countries has always been described in terms of the sociolinguistic phenomena of diglossia (Ferguson, 1972: pp. 75-82 ) classrooms, inside the mosques, and in TV and Radio channels have passed through radical changes during the last few years. Warschauer, et al (2002) found that the code switching between the CA and the AVs performed by their subjects (young Egyptian internet professional users) "falls along a continuum, rather than in complete bipolar opposition" (see Figure. 1)
Figure 1: The Use of Arabic Variants Based on Warschauer et al (2003)
Building on these findings of Warschauer's study, we may propose the following hierarchy of language use in Egypt before and after the technology revolution whose tools started to be used in the early 1990s:
A. Before the technology revolution:
CA SA Egyptian Arabic FL (French then English)
B. After the technology revolution:
FL (English Only) Egyptian Arabic SA CA
Investigating the language distance between the SA and the various Arabic vernaculars, (Saiegh-Haddad: 2003; cited in Myhill: 2009) ; the third type is the one related to Arabic in which the high language is based upon a group of prescriptive grammatical and structural rules based on an ancient language. He states:
These norms are less cognitively accessible to the child acquiring literacy because it is not based upon anyone's everyday usage so that there is no model to be imitated and its rules are more likely to be the invention of grammarians rather than the product of natural language acquisition.
The mentioned-above second characteristic of the last two new generations in the Arab world concerning the shift in their loyalty from the Arab Nationalism principles towards their local distinguished cultures has been supported, on one hand, by the discomfiture in using the SA as opposed to their every-day language which they speak with ease, and, on the other hand, by the various technological tools provided by the new technology. Al-Tamimi and Gorgis (2007) discuss the close relation between the use of vernaculars in e-mail messages and the expressions of feelings. They found that their subjects switched from English to SA and then to Jordanian Arabic when they liked to show more intimacy or complements to maintain solidarity and even vernacular identity.
This might be illustrated in the following hierarchy:
English SA Jordanian Arabic Jordanian Arabic with various accents
The more the users restrict the distance, the more comfortable they feel in distinguishing their identity.
The struggle resulted from such clashes of identities concerning the use of SA vs.
Arabic vernaculars is complicated by the use of English as illustrated in the above hierarchy. Casetells (1996 : 5-24) & Warschauer (2000a : 511-535, and 2000b ) discuss this struggle between the two powers or clashes of identities in the users' selection between languages: a "global" and "local". They conclude that the use of English has a more instrumental function in establishing a global identity as opposed to the use of the national vernacular in establishing a local identity. As it is obvious, both 7 the CA and SA are excluded in such clash of identities. On the other hand, Haeri (1997) (cited in Warschauer et al, 2002: 1-18 ) discusses the language selection of the Egyptian elite, as an example of the elite in other Arabic countries. She assumes that the association between the elite and CA has always been weak due to the elite's English education background, the instrumental need of English in career establishment, and cultural and social distance from the "Islamic fundamentalist movement".
Another worth-mentioning finding discussed by Warschauer et al (ibid) which disagrees with Haeri's conclusion cited above in one way or another, is that the use of English in Egypt by the new generation does not imply the embracing of the western culture at the expense of their Egyptian identity. The subjects of their study assume that they "absorb the best from a broad array of cultures and make it its own". They conclude that the new tools of the modern technology, accordingly, might be used to maintain both the global and local identities. Such an assumption is contradicted by the findings of another study conducted by Al-Katib and Sabbah (2008: 37-65) investigating the language choice in mobile text messages among Jordanian university students. The subjects of this study showed a more integrative conception to the use of English in comparison to the instrumental one discussed above. The subjects of their study assume that it is much easier for them to express themselves in both English and Arabic interchangeably in the same context than in either English or Arabic on one hand, and in . Since then, the ASCII, which is based on the Latin letters and English pronunciation, has been used as a "default" writing system in the various global means of communication such as the Internet, Mobiles, IPods etc.
One of the interesting outcomes of the language contact between English writing system as the "default" writing system used by the various tools of the new technologies of communication, and the writing systems of the languages which make use of nonLatin characters, has been the manifestation of some hybrid orthographies based on the Latin letters together with some digits to express the sounds that do not exist in English.
For example Jannis Androutsopoulos (2009: 221-249) proposes the term "Greeklish" for the Latin-alphabet Greek; using the ASCII in the representation of the Greek language.
He assumes that this system was initiated by the Greek students and researchers who were studying in the American universities at the early decades on the internet.
Based on Street (1984) and Sebba (1998 Sebba ( , 2000 Sebba ( , and 2003 , Androutsopoulos makes a distinction between the "autonomous" and the "ideological" approaches to orthography.
The autonomous approach deals with "Greeklish" as a natural consequence of the new advancement of communication technology. On the other hand, the "ideological" approach investigates the social and cultural outcomes of the use of this hybrid system of writing. As an example of the reaction to Greeklish which might clarify some aspects of the second approach, Androutsopoulos translated an open letter of the Greek Academy to the use of this system:
We consider unholy, but also senseless, any attempt to replace the Greek script in its own birth-place [...] Just as during Venetian rule, when the rulers attempted to replace the Greek alphabet in Greek texts, we will resist now too, calling on all fellow Greeks to respond and ensure that these unholy plans are destroyed, root and branch.
Following the same ideological approach to orthography, Mark Sebba (2007 Sebba ( : 56, 40. 54 & 2009 investigates the relation between the writing system and identity construction. He assumes that the writing system can assist particular ethnic, political, or 5 American National Standard for Information Systems -Coded Character Sets -7-Bit American 9 social groups to maintain their identity as distinct from others. On the other hand, he discusses the social and cultural concepts of the writing system literacy associating the cognitive abilities of the users of a particular orthography to the orthographical system they use. Moreover, using the same attempt to establish a sociolinguistic approach to orthography, Sebba (2007:26-58) Similar to all other languages that use non-Latin script, Arabic writing system has been affected by the orthographical contact between the default writing system of the new technology and that of Arabic. The result has been a hybrid system of orthography.
Different terms have been used to refer to this system 6 such as: Latinized/Romanized
Arabic (Zawaydeh, 2007: 2-6; Aboelezz, 2009: 1-23; Wardhaugh, 1986 Wardhaugh, -1998 AlTamimi and Gorgis, 2007: 1-4) , and ASCII-ized Arabic (Palfryman & al Khalil 2003) .
Terms as Mixed Script, Arabic Chat System or Arabeez are also used. Regardless of the term used to describe this system of orthography, it has the following major characteristics:
1. It is based on the characters used in ASCII system mentioned above.
2. The direction of the writing is from left to right similar to English 3. Some Arabic Consonant sounds that do not occur in English are replaced by particular digits (e.g. 3 for ) , 2 for ( ), 7 for ) etc.).
4. It is highly inconsistent particularly with reference to the vowels.
5. The letters, usually in small case and capitalization used for emphasis, are separated similar to English.
6. Used informally mostly in Internet chatting and text mobile messages.
7. Used basically by the young generation.
8. Using English words in Arabic word order.
9. Full of code switching, code mixing, and borrowing.
10. Full of English abbreviated forms.
10
( Zawaydeh: 2007; Aboelezz: 2009; Wardhaugh: 1986 -1998 , Al-Tamimi and Gorgis: 2007 Palfryman & al Khalil: 2003) .
Unfortunately, most of the related studies about the Latinized Arabic have focused on the "autonomous" approach with some comments about the sociocultural considerations of the new trends in Arabic writing system. Their major concern was to investigate the linguistic characteristics of the difference between the traditional Arabic orthography and this hybrid new one in the various types of data they have collected from the internet chatting, email messages, or mobile text messages. the net, the authors found that it was not only a matter of ease of typing due to their primary computer-using knowledge based on English as some other studies suggest, but there were some other "intrinsic interest in writing" such as the feeling that the Latinized Arabic provides them with a better opportunity to communicate in their Gulf Arabic vernacular, or with a modern technique that might be used to distinguish themselves as a new social group. This tendency is clear in the following statement provided by one of the subjects: Latinized Arabic is a "kind of code we feel that only people of our age could understand…I guess it is a kind of a funky language for teens to use". Warschauer et al (2002: 8) on the other hand, classified the contexts in which their subjects 7 made their language choice into three types: Formal E-Mail, Informal EMail, and Online Chat. They came up with the conclusion that the higher percentages in 7 They defined their subjects as "young professionals"; the first generation of the internet users in Egypt.
the three contexts were assigned to English 92%, 83.3%, and 71% respectively, then comes the Roman Script 2.5%, 16.7%, and 9.7% respectively. They ascribed these results to various socio-economical factors such as the "general dominance of English in the professional milieu", "computer and internet use learned in English environment" and "early adopter' fluency in English". The other important finding of the study was the amount of the Egyptian vernacular used by their subjects. Their explanation to this phenomenon is the fact that the internet is outside the traditional social and religious authorities in Egypt.
Based on these findings, we can assume that the traditional Arabic script is usually associated with both the CA and the SA used in highly formal contexts; Moreover, we may assume that the distinction between the CA, SA, and Arabic vernaculars that we have used in this study might be associated with the same distinction between various phases of the Arabic orthography. Accordingly, we have three orthographical Arabic systems. The first one is the classical Arabic orthography (such as alkofi, alandalusi, alteshkille, athuluth etc.) which is no longer used in actual daily writing similar to CA. The second one is the standard Arabic orthography which is the system used in newspapers and magazines in the Arabic countries. It should be noticed that this system suffers from serious inadequacies, the most obvious one is that of taking a little notice of diacritics which plays an essential role in case distinction in Arabic grammar. The third one is the Latinized Arabic associated with the various vernaculars that simply disregard all the traditional case distinction as all the Arab users do in daily life spoken language. Building on the interactional classical theory of communication, Riva & Galimerti (1998:434) assume that communication is "not only a transfer of information, but also the activation of a psychological relationship, the process by which interlocutor co-construct an area of reality". They investigate the interactions in the virtual reality on the internet and how the feedback presented by the users might affect the identity of the whole group means. The cybernetic brain is constructed by the use of computers which "project us outside our own nervous systems and giving us access to … all aspects of the 13 environment we find our selves in at any time we choose" (Riva & Galimerti, 1998:438) .
A Sociolinguistic
The cybernetic brain frames has been lately developed to what is called the "inter-brain frame" the brain frame resulted from the networking of the minds of the various users participating in the interaction on the internet chat rooms (see Fig. 2 )
Figure 2: The Interbrain
On the other hand, an important concept found in the CMC research literature related to this study is that of the internet "virtual communities" (Rheingold: 1993; Baym:2003; Herring:2004; Jones:1995a, and Castells: 2000) . Rheingold (1993: 5) defines the virtual community as "social aggregations that emerge from the net when enough people carry on those public discussions long enough, with sufficient human feeling to form webs of personal relationships". Based on previous literature (Haythornthwaite et al.: 2000; Jones: 1995a Jones: , 1995b Reid, 1991 Reid, , 1994 Reid, , 1998 It is certainly true that the majority of internet chat rooms does not satisfy these criteria and accordingly are not included within the scope of these communities. The participants in virtual communities should be involved in one way or another and from time to time in the discussion of particular topics related to some kind of shared knowledge with the other participants in the community. They, moreover, should have some kind of related ideas about the real world (for instance, based on political, social, cultural, or religious considerations). This might be expressed by the use of "group-specific abbreviations, jargon, and language routine". The members of the virtual community, moreover, might manifest various attitudes or actions to maintain their distinctive identity as a different group (for instance via "verbal humor or supporting through speech act analysis focusing"). They may also maintain an interaction environment by exchanging critical views about the topics under discussion by some members, followed by resolutions from one or other members in the group. Finally, they should agree upon a particular type of relational hierarchy between themselves.
The third criterion has an essential significance to the scope of this study namely the identity construction of the virtual communities. The early studies about the identity construction in CMC (e.g. Short & Christie,1976 :34,65 and Sproll & Kiesler,1986 :1492 -1512 held the position that the social attachments in CMC is typically weak since they lack the various non-verbal conversational clues that face-to-face interactions make use of such as facial expressions, gestures, and postures. They emphasized the fact that people interacting via computers feel freer to break the traditional norms of ethics usually existing in real life. Some users even make use of "electronic opportunism" to fool others for one reason or another. For instance, they may use false identity (different sex, age, educational background) to achieve various types of interests.
These early theories looked at the individual participation of the internet users. Other researchers have investigated the virtual communities wishing to establish their distinctive salient identity on the basis of the users' share willingness to recognize themselves on social, political, ethnic, or cultural backgrounds or even a combination of some of these factors. For example Rice (1990 : cited in Moral-Toranzo, et al, 2007 :1660 -1674 "when people define themselves as group members rather than as individuals -the anonymity of the members would decrease attention regarding interpersonal differences and enhance the salience of the group and social identity".
The social identity theory has been developed by Turner et al. (1987 : cited in MoralToranzo, et al, 2007 :1660 -1674 into the "self-categorization theory" which entails three gradual degrees of self recognition; namely, human, social, and personal. According to this theory a participant in a virtual community has to choose one of these identities or shift from one identity to another. The identity shift might be achieved on the basis of several elements such topic change, the participants' social proximity, the shared knowledge, the shared educational background etc. In this reference, Turner (ibid) assumes that the shift from the personal to the social which is "depersonalization" does not imply the complete ignorance of self; rather it should be understood as a type of "selfstereotyping" in which the individual is focusing on the social identity of the whole group.
The Virtual Arab World
The internet has become part of the Arab's life during the 1990s (e.g. Tunisia 1991, Kuwait 1992 , Egypt and UAE 1993 , Jordan 1994 Syria 1997 As for the most preferred sites visited by the Arab internet users, Wheeler (2004) found As it is obvious in the above data, the internet sites' preferences of the Arab internet users are different from one Arab country to another due to several specific social, political, and religious considerations. . He collected his data by asking the users of these sites some questions to elicit some general remarks about their points of view concerning some religious and political issues. As far as politics is concerned, he concluded that talking politics is considered as "a main indicator for the creation of a public sphere, its flexibility, and openness". Most of the answers he collected were directed against the Arab regimes. Here is one of the examples he cites:
"Unfortunately we Arabs are experiencing a great catastrophe that we are creating for ourselves, which we have received from our regimes, whereby we talk a lot and do nothing. We are talking to one another, but we are not talking in the true sense -rather, fighting one another, accusing one another, and cursing one another. The root of all this is ignorance, caused by our regimes that cannot stand up against America and Israel, is because they fear the punishment of overturning the entire regime. This fear exists because all Arab regimes are illegitimate, and use religion to suppress the Arab people politically and socially." (Mohammad, al-Jazeera.net, September 11,
The author comes up with the conclusion that the virtual sphere of the internet has refreshed a new phase of pan-Arabism; namely, a virtual pan-Arabism.
The Shi'a as a minority group in the Arab World

Introduction:
8 aljazeera.net, arabia.com, maktoob.com, arabtimes.com, amin.org, konouz.com, arabian2000.com, yahala.co.il, and arab48.com .
Various types of definitions for the minority group have been proposed; the free science encyclopedia 9 assumes that the term refers to a group of people "that is assigned an inferior status in the society, one that enjoys less than its proportionate share of scarce resources". Minority groups might be classified as such on the basis of different criteria; such as ethnicity, religious, colure, race, or sex. All these categories share two facts; people belong to these groups are treated as socially different from another group of majority which enjoys the dominant power within the same society and accordingly the minor group is considered to be subordinate or assigned a disadvantage status. Feagin 
The Shi'a on the Internet Virtual World
The Shi'a similar to any other minority group in the Arab countries make a good use of the internet since they find it a great opportunity to publish their own beliefs about Islam which they think to be true, and to share these beliefs with others at the local, regional, and global levels. The top Shi'a sites are categorized with reference to the The following are some examples from different internet sites about the kind of comments one may find in these sites: Reference: Zawaydeh, B. (2007) As with reference to the Sunni-Shiee debate on the net, there has always been a violent virtual confrontation between the two main Islamic sects in thousands of sites on the net. Such conformation, though originally based on sectarian aspects, it is manifested in a variety of social, cultural, sociopolitical, or religious outcomes.
As an example of this confrontation, the following comments might be cited 1. The owner of the room is able to appoint unlimited Number of administrators.
2. The administrators have the power to red dote (the user will be in the room but not able to participate in the chat), bounce (the user will be dismissed outside the room; yet he is able to come back later), or ban (the user is not able to be in the room for a fixed period of time) any user that abuse their own regulations and norms.
3. The rooms are classified into different grades the typical room is able to contain up to 100 users. Yet, the users in some other rooms particularly those rooms discuss religious issues such as (Ansar Aal Mohammed (the supporters of Mohammed's relatives), or Ali me3e alhaq (Ali is with the Truth) reach up to 900 users per session.
4. Any user is able to raise his hand to have the mike and talk; if there are some other users have already been raising their hand, one has to wait until they finish.
Each user may spend 10 minutes on the mike.
5. The owner or the administrator usually selects a topic and writes on the banner located at the top of the screen. The users will choose to raise their hand and talk about it, to send instant messages, or both.
These amazing facilities provide the users with a variety of technological tools to establish all the six characteristics (even more) of the virtual communities mentioned by Herring (2004) (see 3.1.). The software, moreover, provides the users with various categories to classify themselves according to language, place, and preferred topic. The users then keep classifying themselves into more and more restricted circles till they 23 arrive at very limited circles within the same language, country, and even the same ethnic group.
As explained in 4.1. above, the "inter-subject communication" can be maintained regardless of the physical distance. The interaction in digital computer technology might be as effective as face-to-face interaction (cf. Riva & Galimberti, 1997: 141-152) . A miserable example of the efficiency of the interactions happen in the Paltalk is "Kevin Whitrick, 42, Shorpshire" who committed suicide while he was using one of the Paltalk chat rooms urged by some other users 16 .
Methodology
The data of the study have been collected from one of the paltalk chat rooms The researcher selects various times and copies the chats without the prior awareness of the users respecting their privacy and freedom of keeping their identities unrecognized.
The whole data were classified by numbering the roles taken by each participant at a particular session. The total numbers of the roles were 8864. For the sake of analyzing the data, these roles were further divided into ten parts.
Data Analysis
Moral-Toranzo, F. et al. (2007) (b) There must be anonymity among the group members. This will enhance the focus on the group and will reinforce even more group salience as well as group-related effects arising from group identification and group influence.
(c) The influence must be in-group influence. Social influence is determined by the idea that in-group members have the need to agree on a given situation.
These three different criteria have been identified clearly in the specified chat Despite the fact that the room is usually filled with up to 100 users, the users mentioned in the above table are the most active ones at least during the period of the data collection. With regard to the sex (only regular users), it has been found that 14 users were male and 6 users were female. The following figure illustrates the percentages and participation of each sex. 
Male and Female Participation
C. The Jargon:
As a distinctive group, there is a particular jargon used by the specified community which indicates their particular political, cultural, and religious identity. One of the major techniques used in the Paltalk Scene is that the owner or one of the administrators usually picks up a topic and writes it on the banner at the top of the page.
The idea is to encourage the users to restrict their discussion of particular topics. The users are regularly stimulated by a limited number of speakers who are always proposing various aspects of discussions related to the selected topic. For instance the following topic has been written by the owner in one of the sessions found in the data of the study.
"The topic in your room al wa3ed al Sadek is: It has been claimed that the military power of the Islamic resistance in Lebanon has been strengthened. Israel, on the other hand, has claimed that a new division of a developed weapon has been submitted to the resistance via Syria. Do you believe these claims? Will you participate and you will be rewarded by
This is a typical example of the topics discussed in the specified virtual community. It is clear that the topics selected are usually related to the struggle between HizbuAllah and
Israel. The way these topics are written reflects, similar to all other aspects of the data, the clear connection between the political and religious associations. The last phrase of the above topic is a good example of this association.
B. Screen Names
The screen names selected by the users similar to the topics selected manifest a clear relatedness between the political principles adopted by the users of the specified community and a variety of religious connotations. The following 
Discussing the Results
The researcher has proposed a model as a theoretical background for this study illustrated in Figure 3 below. The model is based on the basic idea of language contact between English as a lingua franca (a default language in CMC) and Arabic in all its variants most particularly, the vernaculars. This contact is associated with various types of sociocultural considerations together with some pure linguistic ones. One of the consequences of this contact is the Latinized Arabic Orthography. The specified chat room selected for this study is proposed to be an outcome of this language contact in the sphere of some global sociocultural considerations that might be constructed via CMC.
The results of the study make it clear that the specified virtual community though is categorized by its users as conservative and hence is expected to stick to the basic norms of the classical Arabic; it makes a more use of the Latinized Arabic (51.7%) than the other available languages. This is ascribed partly to the fact that the majority of the users live outside Lebanon and hence they are outside the circle of the conservative norms established by the social and religious elites as indicated in (Wardhaugh: 1986 (Wardhaugh: -1998 On the other hand, the results have indicated that there are two types of users:
Regular and irregular; the regular users are those who are almost daily found within the group and their participation is more effective than the other users (73%). As for the irregular users, their frequency of occurrence was found to be limited and their participation was restricted to exchanging complements with the regular users. It might be concluded that the regular users, unlike the irregular ones, are more adhered to the principles of the specified virtual community. Moreover, the regular users were 14 male and 6 female. The data have shown that both the male and female regular users were active in all aspects of the chat communication. Yet, some of the female users were found to have a tendency to distinguish themselves by using particular color in writing, using more emoticons, and less formal in discussing the specified topics.
As for the topics discussed, it has been noticed that there is an expected clear relatedness between the basic principles adopted by the members of the virtual community and the various types of topics selected for discussion (e.g. the principle of the Islamic resistance and their correlation with the historical revolutionary position of Imam Hussein against the injustice and illegitimate authority). This political-religious correlation in fact is one of the most obvious characteristic of the specified virtual community and is indicated as well by the text floating and the screen names the users select to express their identity and loyalty to both their political and religious principles.
VIRTUAL FACE
Languages with Non-Latin Orthography Greeklish (the Latin-alphabet Greek) / Chinese stylized English/ Japanese (romaji)/ Tanzania (Kiswahili)/ etc. 
Standard Arabic Arabic vernaculars
